DO IT YOURSELF

Order
In the
House!

Easy ways to win the
war on clutter.

Clutter is the enemy
of every small space.
Professional orga-
nizer Lorie Marrero
has developed a

brand new program
to answer the que-
ries she receives
most commonly

from homeowners
across America: The Clutter Diet, an
all-in-one online resource, inspiration
and support center designed to help you
conquer your clutter crisis once and for
all. For petite places, Marrero notes that
the diet mentality is right on the money.
“Smaller spaces mean that you have to
be more careful with what you buy and
own.” Here, she shares her best orga-
nizing DOs and DON'Ts. For help to
solve your own clutter conundrums, visit
theclutterdiet.com.
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FHOTC: ERIC ROTH

DO USE SPACES IN WAYS
THAT THEY MAY NOT HAVE
EEEN INTENDED TO BE USED.
We worked with & woman in a small
apartment who never cooks, so she has a
few take-out menus and plates, and then
the rest of the kitchen is fillad with sweat-
ers and shoes—why not use the space?
Be flexible and remember; Don’t limit
yourself.

If your closet is cramped and the
kitchen is bare, use the extra room to
handle the overflow.

DON'T BUY IN BULK WHEN YOU DON'T NEED TO.

Some people. like empty-nesters. ofien have a habit of still buying a flat of
canned goods, even for two. Old habits may die hard, but stick to this rule
of thumb: If you don't have the storage space for it, don’t buy i,

DO MEASURE BEEFORE YOU BUY SOMETHING.

Particularly if you recently moved to a small space, you may not be used to
the faci that furnishings should be smaller in scale. To look their best, pieces
need to be multi-functional, and not big or bulky.

JCPenney's Kiki Storage Bench offers seating, and both open and
hidden storage in one slim profile. jep.com

DON'T BUY THINGS BECAUSE THEY'RE ON SALE.

Just becavse an item is on sale, that doesn’t mean it's the right thing to buy
right now. Here are five important questions to ask yourself before you
make a purchase:

® Who can [ borrow this from or share this with?

® What do [ already have that is like this item?

® Where will [ store this item? That’s a big deal for small spaces.

® When will T have time to use it and maintain i1?

® Why do I need this item?



Rubbermaid's Under Shelf Basket slides
easily onto most standard shelves, where
it acts as a space-maximizing drawer.

DO USE ‘JERTICAL SPACE.

Ve, if vou open up A cabinel and
v have a [ places, there's a 1ot of
space until the
cither adjust the ~hr1!'. o pet an insert Al
squeese in more slorage. In the Tudld-
ers only install ore rod and one shelf and
it's done al an eyelevel heighe You can s
silly fit two or three extra shebves above that.

DON'T GET A STORAGE UNIT.
1t can be a teap for people. They have all
these things, and when they find they are
rom a larger space to a smaller
anic, They don't wanl 1o

unit instead, Typrically, ped

around 1o sovting out what's in there

st some poiat the rental cost on the soors
ALC UNIT EXO '

of the items

DO BUY MULTI-FUNCTIONAL

FURNITURE.

You can put i home office inside a coffee

tahle. Murphy beds are also [antastic foor
for things ke clothing-

ing vacks that telescope out, stack
washer- r_!rjr'n_:rli and other Pt machines
that de more than one thing.

A high table with side stnrage can he
a har, dining table, desk or consale.

A SUPER GLUE
 T0UBH ENOUGH
70 BE CALLED

Introducing
DUr new
impact-tough
technology.
The hondis.
Gorilla strong
in just:-30-
seconds with
L no clamping.
So go ahead,
dropit. -
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